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15th November 2021 
 
 
Brisbane City Council 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern 
 
Re: Tara Pattenden’s Creative Sparks Application 
 
Please accept this letter of support for Tara Pattenden’s application for a series of workshops 
in e-textiles and creative technology.   
 
Startup Apprentice have been designing and delivering school based digital entrepreneurship 
and technology workshops for youth in Australia for over eight years. In 2019, Startup 
Apprentice delivered their first international program in conjunction with Mindvalley Education 
as part of their Mindvalley University annual conference.  
 
Startup Apprentice have a history of successful project collaborations including the Mayor’s 
Telstra Technology Awards in which we are a founding partner since inception in 2014. 
Starting on the Gold Coast the program now runs in six other regions across two states in 
Australia.  
 
Our long-term commitment to student entrepreneurs was further strengthened in 2018 with 
the launch of another Australian first - the Student Startup Landing Pad. The Student Startup 
Landing Pad provided a dedicated student zone and ongoing mentoring for young 
entrepreneurs to commercialise their business concepts within Queensland’s newest startup 
incubator, the Gold Coast Innovation Hub. 
 
Our passion is to drive creative innovation in youth through interactive programs that create 
pathways for the future workforce in STEM related careers. 
 
We recently worked with Tara on our Stem and Tech with Style workshops in partnership with 
HOTA, Queensland Science Museum, Trinity College and Hillcrest College.  
 
We believe Tara is a skilled facilitator in creative technology with an extensive knowledge of 
technology and electronics and we have no hesitation in recommending her series of entry-
level community workshops for women. We believe it’s an important and creative way of 
engaging women and technology by breaking down barriers for active participation and 
learning. 
 
Kind regards, 

 
Sam Winter 
Co-Founder 
Startup Apprentice 


